
 

Shared Windsports zone – Kiteboarding 

agreed way of working  

St Kilda West Beach  

 
1. All students should always wear an appropriate, non-peaked helmet, whether doing land or water based 
lessons. 
 
2. Recommend that students should always be wearing a harness during their lessons, whether flying trainer 
or inflatable kites.  
 
3. Recommend that short lines (5-16m) should be used for all lessons up until board starts where more 
power is required. 
 
4. Instructors should never allow students to fly kites (foil or inflatable) over the heads of anybody (beach 
goers, their other students, other instructors etc.)  
 
5. Instructors should never enter the water-teaching zone ahead of other instructors unless they are waved 
ahead and it has been clearly communicated.  
 
6. When walking to the top of the water teaching zone Instructors/Lessons should either land the kite and 
walk with holding it by the leading edge or fly it on the 'land' side of the water for the walk back provided it is 
safe to do so and will not interfere with other lessons coming downwind still.  
 
7. When teaching group lessons, the remainder of the students not flying the kite, should be taken away from 
the teaching area and away from all dangers (downwind from the lesson or asked to stand aside of the 
teaching area).  
 
8. Upwind body drags should be done either downwind at the end of the teaching area or up wind at the start 
of the teaching area so, as to not interrupt the flow of the rotation system.  
 
9. Self-rescue should be done the in the same areas set out in point 8, to not interrupt the flow of the rotation 
system. 
 
10. All instructors must ensure that there is a minimum two-line lengths between their lesson and anybody 
(beach goers, other students, other riders etc.). Short lines lengths, where appropriate, will help this spacing. 
Minimum two times line length is Council minimum, schools should still abide by their organisational 
standards if applicable at West Beach, St Kilda.  
 
11. Recommend that schools operate at their own discretion and risk management procedures in situations 
of reported water quality issues. 
 
12. No school should operate in conditions that exceed the upper wind limit of 27 knots plus 10% gust 
allowance. This limit is set with the expectation that schools have the appropriate sized equipment and 
students for these conditions and appropriate risk management should be taken before all lessons 



 

irrespective of whether the conditions are well below, close to or potentially exceed the upper limit. 
 
 
13. Personal Floatation Devices (PFD) must be worn by students in all water lessons. Recommend schools 
to determine if instructors are required to wear PFD’s when teaching water lessons.  

 

14. Within the Shared Windsports Zone, kiteboarders are permitted to exceed 5 knots within 200 metres of 
the water’s edge and within 50 metres of another kiteboarder, but must not exceed 5 knots within 50 metres 
of a person in the water or any other vessel. SLOW DOWN when within 50 metres of a person in the water 
or another vessel. 

Endorsed by International Kiteboarding Organisation, Kiteboarding Australia Pty Ltd, Maritime Safety Victoria and Parks 
Victoria  

 

 


